
KZN LEGISLATURE STRENGTHENS ITS TIES WITH THE PEOPLE OF SHANGHAI 

On the 14th of September 2011, the Speaker of the Legislature, Hon. NP Nkonyeni and some Members of 

the Legislature welcomed a high profile delegation from the Shanghai Municipal People’s Congress. In 

welcoming the Shanghai delegation, the Speaker said, “The unfortunate thing is that we have so 

little time to show you this wonderful city and our province”.  

She further explained in detail the composition of the KwaZulu-Natal Legislature, highlighting in 

her speech the solid relations between the province and the Shanghai people. “Increasingly we 

are finding students from your country in our Universities, and we are also sending our students 

to your Universities to study. This perhaps is a very good way to strengthen our links and 

friendships at a very early stage”. Expressing her concern on the amount of work still to be 

done by the democratic government, the Speaker said, “The problems we face are as a result 

of a long history of systematic disempowerment and impoverishment and we really need to 

accelerate education, training and job creation”.  

The visit took place to discuss areas of cooperation and sharing of best practices. The leader of the 

Shanghai delegation, Mr Wang Pei Sheng commended the Legislature for the hospitality they received, 

citing their commitment to “developing ourselves together with brothers and sisters in the developing 

world”.  He further pointed out to common challenges facing the Shanghai and the KwaZulu-Natal 

province on both the economic and social fronts. According to the leader, the latter can be attributed to 

overpopulation, and the former to the fact that their economy is linked to the world economy.  Mr 

Wang Pei Sheng acknowledged the success of exchange programmes that exist between the Municipal 

People’s Congress and the KwaZulu-Natal, calling both the Legislatures and the People’s Congress to 

further strengthen their relations. 

After their interaction with local Chinese, Mr Wang Pei Sheng stated that their fellow countrymen living 

in South Africa are encouraging their relatives back home to come and study here, or offer their 

expertise for growth and development of South African society. The meeting closed with a presentation 

by the Secretary of the Legislature, Ms Nerusha Naidoo. The presentation explained the process of the 

Legislature’s oversight activity. She detailed structures in place that ensure that there exist closer 

relations between the Legislature and the Executive so that the programmes of the provincial 

departments reflect the National and Provincial priorities of bringing services to the citizens.  



 

The Speaker welcomes the leader of the Shanghai delegation, Mr. Wang Pei Sheng 

 

Members of the delegation are introduced by the Translator. 

 

 



 

Sharing of best practices took place in the, ANC Caucus room.  

An extract from Parliament’s site. “. Engaging with the world beyond South Africa’s 

borders allows our Parliament to benefit from opportunities, to learn 

and to exert influence on our surroundings”. 

 


